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About ICHCA – International Cargo Handling Coordination Association
The International Cargo Handling Coordination Association (ICHCA) is an international, independent, notfor-profit organisation dedicated to improving the safety, security, sustainability, productivity and efficiency
of cargo handling and goods movement by all modes and through all phases of national and international
supply chains. ICHCA International’s privileged non-government organisation (NGO) status enables it to
represent its members, and the cargo handling industry at large, in front of national and international
agencies and regulatory bodies. Its Expert Panel provides best practice advice and publications on a wide
range of practical cargo handling issues.
ICHCA Australia Ltd is proud to be part of the ICHCA International Ltd global network. To access past
newsletters and other useful information go to the ICHCA Australia website at www.ichca-australia.com .
We also have an ICHCA international website at www.ichca.com
To join ICHCA please contact Peter van Duyn, Company Secretary of ICHCA Australia Ltd on peter.vanduyn@ichca.com or telephone 0419 370 332.
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Celebrate ICHCA's 65th Anniversary
Join us in Las Palmas in October 2017 to mark 65 years of ICHCA International working to improve the
safety, efficiency and sustainability of the cargo handling industry worldwide. Our special Anniversary Event
is kindly hosted by the Port of Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, Spain, a thriving and diverse centre for cargo,
cruise, fishing, ship supply and offshore services, a key hub for African international trade, and home to
ICHCA’s Canaries and Africa Region Chapter (CARC). The Conference will be looking towards the future of
cargo handling through five key sessions on how to make the global cargo chain SAFE, SUSTAINABLE,
SECURE, SMART and SKILLED. ICHCA's flagship event promises to bring together the big names in cargo
handling to discuss the best ways to improve as an industry.
At a time of great change for world trade, shipping, port and land transport operations, including
exponential developments in digital and automation technologies, ICHCA’s 65th Anniversary Event is a
chance to reflect on the journey so far and look ahead to the future. How can all the supply chain
stakeholders come together to deliver safer, more efficient and sustainable cargo handling from first to last
mile? How can best practice be disseminated and implemented on a truly global scale? And what role can
innovative technology play in addressing current and future challenges?
These are just some of the big issues to be explored in a high-level 2-day conference on 3-4 October,
focused on continuous improvement and information sharing in safety in cargo handling and operational
efficiency around the globe. The conference will be complemented by an exhibition of products and
services, plus plenty of formal and informal networking opportunities.
An Official 65th Anniversary Reception & Awards Evening will see the winners of prestigious Awards
announced, including ICHCA’s 2nd TT Club Innovation in Safety Award, the Annual Las Palmas Port Awards
and special ICHCA John Strang A.O. Memorial Award for a significant contribution to the cargo handling
industry. The Conference & Exhibition will be followed by the 78th meeting of ICHCA’s ISP Technical Panel
and annual CARC meeting on 5-6 October.
ICHCA looks forward to welcoming you to Las Palmas for a week of intensive information exchange and
networking with our expert panel of speakers and fellow industry and regulatory professionals from across
the globe.
•
•
•

Find out more about speaking opportunities
Talk to us about sponsorship and exhibition options
Book your place to attend

ICHCA members qualify for special conference rates – find out more about the benefits of membership

Register now to get the early bird discounted rate.
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Register
Book now & save 25%
Member
Premium Member
Associate Member
Non Member

(Ends 31 May)
€799 €599
€699 €524
€899 €674
€999 €749

Share

Check-weighing at new terminal reveals industry non-compliance
Victoria International Container Terminal (VICT) at Webb Dock has commenced check weighing export
containers received against the Verified Gross Mass (VGM) provided by shippers and forwarders in 1Stop.After servicing a number of vessels non-compliance remains alarmingly high with an average of 20% of
export boxes mis-declared by a variance of 500kgs, while more than 8% of boxes were mis-declared by over
a tonne.
Notably, mis-declaration of import containers is worse, with over 40% mis-declared by a variance of 500kg,
and over 11% with a variance of over a tonne. To date, export container VGM auditing by the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) has been predominantly paper-based. Check-weighing at the terminal
will provide a new environment of legal accountability for shippers, forwarders and transport operators.
VICT have agreed to provide industry with a grace period. In the future, VICT will be introducing a “variance
fee” on mis-declared boxes, where a discrepancy is in excess of a tonne. Serial offenders may be referred to
AMSA, where a breach is considered a strict liability offence. Shippers and forwarders are encouraged to
immediately review their VGM processes while the grace period is in effect.
VICT has a “Weigh at Terminal Service” (available as a check box in the 1-Stop system), where the VGM is
not required to be provided in the Pre-Receival Advice (PRA).
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Launch of Moorebank Logistics Park
Moorebank Logistics Park (MLP) was recently launched at an industry event. Maurice James (Managing
Director, Qube) provided background to the initiative and outlined its capacity / services which when
completed, will be the largest intermodal freight precinct in Australia.
The development will consist of the construction and operation of an IMEX terminal and an interstate
terminal with capacity to transport up to 1.05 million TEU (twenty foot equivalent units) a year of importexport freight and another 0.5 million TEU of interstate freight per year.
MLP will have related logistics activities including 850,000 square metres of high specification warehousing,
as well as auxiliary services including retail and service offerings.
A rail connection to the Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL) will be built that has direct access to the park,
with the M5 and M7 arterial roads minutes away providing a complete supply chain solution driving savings
in time and costs for onsite tenants.

Artist’s impression of Moorebank Logistics Park
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South Australian Essential Services Commission releases draft report
on 2017 port pricing

News update

2017 Ports pricing and access review - draft report
The Maritime Services (Access) Act 2000 requires the Essential Services Commission
(Commission) to review the South Australian ports Pricing and Access Regimes every five years.
The Commission’s 2017 Ports Pricing and Access Review is being conducted to meet this
requirement. The Commission has finalised its Draft Report for the review.
The Commission is seeking feedback on the Draft Report from all stakeholders with an interest
in the regulated ports sector. Submissions and responses addressing the Draft Report, or any
other matters relevant to the review, are due by 2 June 2017

ICHCA Australia welcomes the LINX Cargo Care Group as new member
LINX Cargo Care Group was created in 2016 as a result of the Asciano/Brookfield takeover. The Group
provides a full suite of in-house supply chain logistics solutions via a network of ports and logistics
expertise, strategically positioned throughout Australia and New Zealand.
LINX CCG brings together the capabilities of four market-leading operations built on over 100 years of ports
and logistics experience namely, LINX, Autocare Services, GeelongPort and C3. Our customers represent a
diverse range of industries, including logistics, automotive, bulk-handling, project cargo, oil and gas, general
stevedoring, port management, agriculture and forestry.
ICHCA Australia looks forward to working with LINX in advancing the cargo handling industry in Australia.

Inland Rail receives initial funding in the federal budget
The Commonwealth government’s commitment to bankroll the Inland Railway to the tune of $8.4bn has
been welcomed by rail freight operator Pacific National. A statement from the company said the project
would be transformative for Australia, revitalising regional communities and boosting national productivity
for generations.
“Australia has a growing problem that can’t be ignored – we are trying to move too much freight on our
increasingly congested road and rail networks along our eastern seaboard,” said Pacific National chief
executive David Irwin. “Inland Rail is a true game-changer and we commend the government for its
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commitment to such an important nation-building project. We look forward to working with the
Government and all the communities along the route to see Inland Rail become a reality and ensure it’s a
huge success once operational.”
Pacific National also commended government commitments to start construction during 2017-18: “We
want a swift and smooth construction program and a clear path to the day the first freight trains can start
using the route – and this will ensure potential investors and rail operators can plan for the future with
greater certainty,” Mr Irwin said.
Maritime Industry Australia chief executive, Teresa Lloyd, said it was “great news” the government had
prioritised freight. “Shipping of course is the most cost effective, environmentally sustainable form of longhaul transport,” Ms Lloyd said. “The sea is free and the port infrastructure already exists. A fraction of that
commitment being directed to our sea highway would greatly enhance the competitiveness of shipping
versus surface transport and increase the market share of this form of transport, with economic and
environmental benefits.”
Ms Lloyd said public investment in infrastructure to encourage coastal shipping would have “immediate
impact and give investors the confidence to provide shipping as a transport option”. She noted the NSW
Freight and Ports Strategy released in November 2013 estimated each 1% increase in freight efficiency
saved the national economy $1.5bn. “There is little doubt that with a modest commitment from the
government, shipping could deliver at least a $1.5bn efficiency gain,” Ms Lloyd said.
MIAL also commended the government for $7.6m towards an examination of the constraints on increased
gas supply on the east coast of Australia. Ms Lloyd said studying the transfer of gas across the country
would show how vital domestic shipping was in this equation. “Australia is a huge country and there is no
question that shipping is the most efficient form of long haul, bulk transport,” she said.
Meanwhile, Ports Australia CEO Michael Gallacher noted the budget had little direct mention of ports, but
he welcomed its focus on freight. “They’re saying the p-word less, but we need them to say the
infrastructure word more,” he said.

Cargo Handling Voice digest
Focused on safety, security, sustainability and efficiency in cargo handling and transport around the world,
Cargo Handling Voice is a free monthly news digest from ICHCA International.
Featuring curated content ranging from regulations, compliance and best practice, to risk and incident
reports, and innovative approaches and technologies, the aim of Cargo Handling Voice is to contribute to
the knowledge pool within the cargo handling community.
To subscribe, send an email to holly.thompson@ichca.com with subject line CHV subscribe.
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Read the May
edition

Call for submissions: ICHCA 2017 Safety Awards
ICHCA has opened the 2nd TT Club Innovation in Safety Award which aims to highlight the importance of
safety at a time of increased operational demands on cargo handling infrastructure and operations
worldwide. The goal of the Award is equally to champion and celebrate the many companies and
individuals around the world who are 100% dedicated to ‘making it safe’ every day, and to acknowledge
and foster innovation to improve safety in cargo operations and logistics.
Open to anyone - an individual, team or company – involved in cargo logistics, award entrants are required
to show that a product, idea, solution, process, scheme or other innovation has resulted in a demonstrable
improvement to safety. More information
The inaugural Award was won last year by APMT Buenos Aires for its mobile port equipment ‘Safety
Logging System’. This innovation produced measurable proven results in incident reduction and
behavioural responses from the workforce. Entries for the 2016 award were numerous and varied and the
full report from the 2016 award is now available to download for free here.

Download the 2016

Submit your

report

entry

Thomas Miller Claims Management wins award
Marine and logistics risk consultancy, Thomas Miller Claims Management, has received the Queen’s Award
for Enterprise in the category of International Trade. This is the second time Thomas Miller has won the
Award, which reflects achievement in international earnings.
TMCM, set up a decade ago, increased overseas earnings by more than 60% during a three-year period.
International business is said to be central to its objectives, with Australasia’s marine, logistics and
insurance markets seen as a “natural home” for work in the area of claims adjusting, legal affairs, and
specialist insurance.
“Exporting services to global markets has always been at the heart of what Thomas Miller does,” said chief
executive Peter Jackson. “The recent shifting and decentralisation in marine and logistics markets is just
part of an on-going global evolution, and Thomas Miller will evolve along with that as it always has.”
Sydney office Chief Marcus John (a Director of ICHCA Australia Ltd) said Australia was no longer a place
where goods and people went in and out and prosperity went elsewhere. “Australia is a thriving and
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growing domestic marketplace for marine and logistics business and a cutting-edge hub for the Asia-Pacific
region,” Mr John said. “Thomas Miller was ahead of the curve in setting up in Sydney forty years ago, and
the expansion reflects the evolution of the region since then.”
TMCM invested in the creation of an Australian marine and logistics law firm, Thomas Miller Law. TMCM
has boosted its marine medical offering in Sydney, providing emergency medical advice, case management
and repatriation services for operators in the sectors of cruising, super-yachts and commercial shipping.
The Award was conferred on April 21, the Queen’s birthday, and is to be recognised officially at a
Buckingham Palace reception later in the year.
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Funding grants for women’s leadership development
Women & Leadership Australia (WLA) is administering a national initiative to support the development of
female leaders across Australia’s logistics industry. The initiative is providing women with grants of
between $3,000 and $8,000 to enable participation in a range of leadership development programs.
The leadership development programs are part-time and delivered nationally via WLA’s blended learning
model. Scholarship funding is strictly limited and has to be allocated prior to the end of this financial year
(June 30).
Expressions of Interest
Find out more and register your interest by completing the Expression of Interest form here prior to June
16, 2017: http://www.wla.edu.au/assoc-june17.html

Port Botany increases rail mode share
THE PORT Botany Rail Optimisation Group’s (PBROG) latest communiqué shows the port has recorded the
highest percentage of containers moved by rail in recent years. According to the May communiqué, rail
mode share at the port is 18% for the current financial year through March, with the month of February
recording 20.3%. Rail volume through the port is expected to top 400,000 TEU by the end of the current
financial year.
The communiqué also reported the average train size had risen to 98.9 TEU per train this financial year
(through March), which was up 12.6% over the same period last year. Stevedores have also upped their
game, with lift rates rising to 45 per hour. This, according to the communiqué, was in response to a new
voluntary target set by PBROG in April 2016. More trains are being serviced in their allocated windows, with
93.4% of the 2907 train trips to the Port in FY 2016-17 to date serviced in their windows.
PBROG was established in 2015 to help optimise rail container movements through the Port. Stevedores,
rail operators, network managers and NSW Ports are all represented in the group, which works to
overcome policy and regulatory impediments to efficient container rail movements at Port Botany.
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Help determine Australia’s future supply chain
•

National Freight and Supply Chain Inquiry discussion paper released.

•

Australian Government seeking comment from stakeholders with submissions closing 28 July 2017.

•

The Inquiry will examine how the nation can remain competitive and meet the demands of markets
into the 21st century.

The Turnbull-Joyce government is ensuring the nation is equipped to take advantage of future freight
opportunities, which will be a boost for Australian jobs. Minister for Infrastructure and Transport Darren
Chester has called for submissions on the discussion paper for the Inquiry into National Freight and Supply
Chain Priorities.
“The Australian Government has announced a record $75 billion infrastructure investment programme,
which comprises a range of freight initiatives including the Melbourne to Brisbane Inland Rail and the
Western Sydney Airport,” Mr Chester said. “Feedback on the discussion paper will help the inquiry examine
how our investment in the freight network can boost the nation’s prosperity and meet community
expectations for safety, security and environmental amenity. “It will also further our understanding of what
challenges and opportunities lie ahead, and how we can take advantage of them.
“One of the best ways to do that is to hear directly from our key freight stakeholders such as carriers,
shippers, forwarders, primary producers, land developers, and consumers, who are at the heart of our
national supply chains. “Everybody is part of the national supply chain, whether you are a consumer,
business owner, producer, farmer or freight operator.
“We expect that our population will grow to approximately 30 million people by 2030, which will result in
increased business and consumer demand for locally produced goods. “In addition, the growth in demand
from markets in Asia and abroad will place strain on our current supply chain networks, which will
inevitably require additional reform and investment to ensure we remain globally competitive and can
access the goods we require at the lowest cost.
“What this Inquiry will do is examine how to meet these challenges, allowing us to remain prosperous well
into the 21st century. “With submissions closing on 28 July 2017, I would encourage all interested parties to
consider their needs and contribute to the conversation,” Mr Chester said.
For more details on how to make a submission, visit infrastructure.gov.au/transport/freight/nationalstrategy.aspx
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ICHCA Contacts
ICHCA Australia Chairman:
John Warda
Mobile: 0417 875 113
Email: jpwarda@bigpond.com

National Secretary:
Peter van Duyn
Deakin University
Level 8 BC (Burwood Corporate) Building
221 Burwood Highway, Burwood, Victoria 3125,
Australia
+61 3 92468383 (ext 95809)
+61 (0) 419 370 332
Email peter.vanduijn@deakin.edu.au
State co-ordinators

New South Wales:
Adem Long
Mobile: 0427 700 681
Email: Adem.Long@nswports.com.au

South Australia:
Greg Burk
Mobile: 0418 639 568
Email: gregburk2611@gmail.com

Queensland:
Sallie Strang
Mobile: 0412 604 842
Email: sstrang@stxgroup.com.au

Victoria:
Peter van Duyn
0419 370 332
Email peter.van-duyn@ichca.com

ICHCA AUSTRALIA LIMITED (IAL) PRIVACY POLICY
IAL’s Privacy Policy Details are available by contacting the National Secretary, Peter van Duyn, on e-mail
peter.van-duyn@ichca.com or telephone 0419 370 332.
Our Contact with You
If you do not wish to receive further copies of this newsletter please advise peter.van-duyn@ichca.com
and the distribution will be cancelled. If you wish to have it sent to other people in your organisation or
contacts in the cargo handling industry also please advise us.
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