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About ICHCA – International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association
The International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association (ICHCA) is an international, independent, notfor-profit organisation dedicated to improving the safety, security, sustainability, productivity and efficiency
of cargo handling and goods movement by all modes and through all phases of national and international
supply chains. ICHCA International’s privileged non-government organisation (NGO) status enables it to
represent its members, and the cargo handling industry at large, in front of national and international
agencies and regulatory bodies. Its Expert Panel provides best practice advice and publications on a wide
range of practical cargo handling issues.
ICHCA Australia Ltd is proud to be part of the ICHCA International Ltd global network. To access past
newsletters and other useful information go to the ICHCA Australia website at www.ichca-australia.com .
We also have an ICHCA international website at www.ichca.com. To join ICHCA please contact Peter van
Duyn, Company Secretary of ICHCA Australia Ltd at peter.van-duyn@ichca.com or telephone 0419 370
332.
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ICHCA International 65th Anniversary Conference
Looking towards the future of cargo handling to make the global cargo chain SAFE,
SUSTAINABLE, SECURE, SMART and SKILLED.
ICHCA's flagship event will bring together the big names in cargo handling to discuss the best ways to
improve the industry. Join us in Las Palmas in October 2017 to mark 65 years of ICHCA International
working to improve the safety, efficiency and sustainability of the cargo handling industry worldwide. Our
special Anniversary Event is kindly hosted by the Port of Las Palmas, Gran Canarias, Spain, a thriving and
diverse centre for cargo, cruise, fishing, ship supply and offshore services, a key hub for African
international trade, and home to ICHCA’s Canaries and Africa Region Chapter (CARC).
For more details on speakers and the updated program go to: www.etouches.com/ichcaconference2017

International Maritime Organisation Ballast Water Management
Convention
THE International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is calling on all parties to work together towards the successful
implementation of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Ballast Water Management Convention,
due to come into force on 8th September. ICS Chairman Esben Poulsson said the industry may need to
collectively spend some US$100 billion to install the new ballast water treatment systems that will be
required by law.
Mr Poulsson has called on shipowners, equipment manufacturers and governments to co-operate to
ensure that proper implementation of the new regulatory regime delivers maximum environmental
benefit. “We need to ensure, so far as practicable, that the systems installed on ships will indeed be fit for
purpose in all known operating conditions worldwide,” he said.
“We are therefore advising shipping companies that they should make it clear to equipment manufacturers
they will only consider fitting treatment systems which have been certified in accordance with the revised
IMO type-approval standards adopted in 2016, even though this is not yet a mandatory requirement.”
The ICS also welcomed the decision (made by the IMO in July) to adjust the implementation dates of the
Convention, so existing ships would not be required to install treatment systems until the date of their first
International Oil Pollution Prevention renewal survey after September 8, 2019.
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SCT opens new intermodal facility in southern Queensland
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Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce recently opened the SCT Bromelton intermodal facility in southern
Queensland. The opening occurred seven months after the freight hub received its first cargo, on 21st
January 2017. Others in attendance included John Fullerton from the Australian Rail Track Corporation
(ARTC), Mayor Greg Christensen from the Scenic Rim Regional Council, Glenn Butcher MP from the
Queensland Government, as well as Indigenous elders and representatives.
The Managing Director of SCT, Mr Geoff Smith, praised the contributions of both governments and
communities. “We could not have done it without our federal, state, regional and council support … but of
course my management team and our hard-working can-do staff. We did this together,” he said.
Bromelton is located near Beaudesert, 65 km south-west of Brisbane and almost due west of the Gold
Coast. According to the ARTC, it is the only area on the eastern seaboard with current direct access to the
interstate railway line between Melbourne and Brisbane. It is also adjacent to B-double transport routes
less than an hour’s drive from the Port of Brisbane and Brisbane CBD, the ARTC says.

South Australian ports access and pricing review: final report
The Essential Services Commission of South Australia has finalised its review into the South Australian Ports
Access and Pricing Regimes for major commercial ports. The Commission has decided to continue the
Pricing and Access Regimes to 2022.
The Commission also recommends improvements to the regimes, including:
•
•
•

the level and type of infrastructure covered by the regimes
the consistency of services in-scope of the regimes
integrating the regimes into a state-wide transport regime.

See report here: Ports access and pricing review project
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Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development Secretary Mike
Mrdak AO moves on
Mr Mike Mrdak AO, Secretary of the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development (DIRD) is
taking on a new role as Secretary of the Department of Communications and the Arts. Mr Mrdak has been
with DIRD since 2009 and has made a significant contribution and provided outstanding leadership in
transport, infrastructure and regional development policy over the last eight years. Mr Mrdak’s
contribution to national transport and infrastructure policy was recognised in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours List last year, when he was made an Officer in the General Division of the Order of Australia (AO).
Dr Steven Kennedy is the incoming Secretary.

Industry bodies call for more stringent implementation of CTU Code
During London Shipping Week, four industry bodies – the Global Shippers Forum (GSF), ICHCA
International, TT Club and World Shipping Council – called on delegates of International Maritime
Organisation member states to help implement the Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units
(‘CTU Code’).
Secretary General of the GSF, Chris Welsh, said the coalition of industry bodies “epitomised” the
cooperation that existed in ensuring the safety of supply chain operatives and the security of cargo. While
the group claimed “credible statistics” were hard to come by – “due to a lack of engagement by state
authorities” – it suggested that 24% of containers carrying dangerous goods were “badly packed”.
Risk management director of TT Club Peregrine Storrs-Fox
said container packers were generally distant from ports and
unaware of the consequences of poorly packed goods. He
added that the maritime freight container, in particular, had
diversified the responsibility for safe cargo packing from the
historic concentration of expertise at quaysides and docks. “Now, there is clearly a greater need for action
by national governments to support these industry initiatives,” said Mr Welsh. “In fact, it is critical that
governments play a role in effecting the more widespread use of the code among those loading CTUs on a
daily basis.”
The groups noted that “a lack of training, language problems, the sheer density of the information
contained in the code, dramatic variations in the types of cargo now being carried in containers and the
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complexities of international supply chains were among the myriad challenges facing the industry in
achieving widespread adoption”.

Ports Australia submission promotes coastal shipping
Revitalising coastal shipping could help rebuild regional and rural centres by creating jobs, according to
Ports Australia’s submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into the government’s role in the development of
cities. While Australia’s cities are growing at a rapid rate, regional and rural centres are haemorrhaging
young people attracted to the jobs and opportunities in urban centres.
“Improvements to coastal shipping policies, which should include the abolishment of the current cabotage
regime, are necessary because of the significant benefits that will result to consumers, the economy and
the environment,” the submission reads. Ports Australia’s submission to the inquiry also said that cheaper
access to markets for regional areas through better-connected ports would help reverse these trends by
providing more job opportunities in the regions.
Ports Australia CEO Mike Gallacher said a change in
Australia’s shipping policy would result in significantly
more port calls in regional centres, bringing with them
more jobs and business opportunities. “Australia is an
island nation with the majority of our population living
near the coast, and yet we have the smallest domestic
freight fleet of any developed country,” he said. “Changing
legislation to facilitate ships [flying both foreign and
domestic flags] to make more calls to Australian ports will
make it cheaper for Australian business and regional
producers to move goods around the country.”
Mr Gallacher went on to say there was an opportunity to embrace all forms of freight and the benefits they
bring. “Increased ship movements will also mean fewer trucks travelling long distances through our city
roads to regional centres, and conversely more trucking jobs within our regional centres for transporting
freight shorter distances,” he said. “As an island nation, we have the opportunity to balance the use of rail,
road and sea effectively and intelligently.”

Australasian Institute of Marine Surveyors (AIMS) biennial conference
The opening address of the AIMS Conference, held at Sydney’s Jones Bay Wharf, was delivered by Federal
MP Josh Wilson, Member for Fremantle, who spoke passionately about revitalising Australian shipping.
AIMS president Captain Peter Murday also spoke, highlighting the historical significance of the venue.
“At this stage of the AIMS journey the wharf reflecst the importance of resilience and the wisdom of
embracing change,” he said. “The ongoing sad demise of the shipping industry in Australia and the
subsequent impact on our marine surveying industry is well known; AIMS is determined to remain relevant
and not become a casualty of modernity.”
Capatain Murday said one of the most important functions of the conference was the opportunity for
Australia’s marine surveyors to meet and network with others, particularly those new to the industry.
As the conference continued, there were discussions on the legal aspects of surveying and new
technologies that surveyors can utilise, such as drones. Deputy Chairman of ICHCA Australia and Maritime
Expert at Deakin University, Peter van Duyn, delivered a presentation on the implementation of Verified
Gross Mass (VGM) for containers, one year on.
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Since the implementation on 1 July 2016 compliance
with VGM legislation has been haphazard, especially on
imports. For example, one terminal operator in Australia
recorded under-declared weight of more than 1 tonne in
17% of import containers. Globally, the picture is
believed to be not much better, according to the World
Shipping Council.

Peter van Duyn; Photo: Ian Ackerman, Lloyds List
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New port proposed for Western Australia

Photo: Southern Corridor Alliance

The Western Australian Transport and Planning Minister, Rita Saffioti, has announced the establishment of
a taskforce to outline a long-range vision to guide the planning, development and growth of both the Inner
Harbour at Fremantle and the future Outer Harbour at Kwinana. Dubbed the Westport Taskforce, the group
is to deliver a strategy paper addressing key policy questions about the location, size, operating model and
timing for a future port.
Planning for the associated road and rail links to the new port facilities is to form a part of the overarching
strategy. Ms Saffioti said the Taskforce would lay the foundations for building the Outer Harbour while
retaining the Inner Harbour as a working port. “The future Outer Harbour is a vital piece of economic
infrastructure that presents an opportunity to increase local jobs across various industries,” she said. “The
Westport Taskforce will focus on providing the necessary infrastructure to support the long-term economic
development of the state, maximising future jobs, minimising costs and truck movements, and maximising
opportunities for innovation.”
The Taskforce’s independent chairperson was named as Nicole Lockwood, a former director of KPMG,
current board member of Infrastructure Australia and Chairperson of the Freight Logistics Council. The
Taskforce steering committee is to include directors general of six government departments, with the
chairpersons of the Planning Commission and Fremantle Ports. They will be supported by expert, multidisciplinary project personnel. The Taskforce’s governance arrangements will also incorporate key
stakeholders, including government agencies, port users, local governments, community groups and
transport industry unions.

Expressions of interest – port rail shuttle for Melbourne
The Victorian Government has opened expressions of interest from industry that that are interested in
establishing and operating port rail freight shuttles in Melbourne. Both the federal and state governments
are providing incentive funding totalling $58 million to assist successful proposals. Submissions will be
closing 31st October 2017. Further details are available at the Victorian Government tender web site.

New appointment for the Australian Cruise Association
THE Australian Cruise Association (ACA) has a new chair with the appointment of Grant Gilfillan to the
position last week. Mr Gilfillan is also CEO of the Port Authority of New South Wales, and has been in
management positions at ports in Australia and around the world for two decades. Stephen Bradford
stepped down as Chair of the ACA board at the expiry of his three-year term.
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ACA CEO Jill Abel thanked Mr Bradford for leading the organisation through a period of growth and its
recent name change and rebranding (ACA used to be known as Cruise Down Under). “With our focus being
firmly on destination development including all-important infrastructure needs, the timing is perfect for
Grant to continue the great work undertaken by Stephen and the management committee and steer us
through the next important years,” she said.

ABARES predicts a decrease in winter crop production
Australia’s winter crop production is expected to decrease in 2017-18 as a result of unfavourable conditions
in many key cropping regions, according to the latest Australian Crop Report by the Australian Bureau of
Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES).

The new figure is a downward revision of nine per cent from the Department’s forecast published in the
June 2017 Australian Crop Report. If the new forecast holds true, the crop will be the lowest by volume
since 2009/10, when production finished at 34.3 mt. It would be down 38.8% on the massive 2016/17
figure, and down four per cent on the average production over the last decade, which was 37.8 mt per
annum.
“Seasonal conditions were mixed for crops during winter and as a result the condition of crops at the start
of spring varied significantly,” the Department said in its winter crop update on September 12. “Rainfall was
well below average in most cropping regions in June and was highly variable in July and August.”
The report says crops were generally in good condition at the start of spring in Victoria, eastern South
Australia, southern Western Australia and southern and eastern New South Wales, with adequate soil
moisture levels carrying crops in most of these regions during the early part of winter when rainfall was
below average, before timely rainfall in August boosted crop prospects. Meanwhile, early winter rainfall
was below average but timely in the southern part of Western Australia. However, “the condition of crops
was more variable at the start of spring in other producing regions,” the Department’s report explained.
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Australian Logistics Council Supply Chain & Safety Compliance
Summit
The Australian Logistics Council (ALC) has identified a number of priority areas at the ALC Supply Chain
Safety & Compliance Summit which will form the basis of its efforts to improve supply chain safety over the
year ahead. Held in Sydney recently, the Summit featured an address by the Hon Melinda Pavey MP, NSW
Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight. The keynote presentation was given by Sarah Bell, UK Traffic
Commissioner for London and the South East of England, focussing on the central role UK Traffic
Commissioners play in managing risks to road safety.
A core focus of the Summit was the coming
changes to Chain of Responsibility (CoR)
obligations under the Heavy Vehicle National
Law (HVNL) and the development of a
Registered Industry Code of Practice (Master
Code) to assist CoR compliance, both of which
are anticipated to commence in mid-2018.
ICHCA Australia Director and NSW Ports
Logistics Manager Adem Long participated in
the panel discussion on CoR in a vertically
integrated supply chain.

L to R: Anthony Jones, Belinda Flynn, Adem Long

AMSA updates Marine Orders and National Standard for Commercial
Vessels
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) has recently updated its annual regulatory plan which
lists proposed amendments to Marine Orders and the National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV)
between 1st August 2017 and 30th June 2018. The plan is available on the Australian Maritime Safety
Authority’s website for further information.
ICHCA Australia encourages its members to advise AMSA directly if they would like to be consulted on
proposed amendments listed in the plan. You can subscribe to receive notification of consultation on
Marine Orders or the NSCV amendments by sending an email to standardssecretariat@amsa.gov.au
advising which amendments you are interested in.
If you or have any questions on the plan, please direct these to Regulation@amsa.gov.au.
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ICHCA Contacts
ICHCA Australia Chairman:
John Warda
Mobile: 0417 875 113
Email: jpwarda@bigpond.com

Company Secretary:
Peter van Duyn
492 George St, Fitzroy VIC 3065
Mobile: 0419 370 332
Email: peter.van-duyn@ichca.com
State co-ordinators

New South Wales:
Adem Long
Mobile: 0427 700 681
Email: Adem.Long@nswports.com.au

South Australia:
Greg Burk
Mobile: 0418 639 568
Email: gregburk2611@gmail.com

Queensland:
Sallie Strang
Mobile: 0412 604 842
Email: sstrang@stxgroup.com.au

Victoria:
Peter van Duyn
Mobile: 0419 370 332
Email: peter.van-duyn@ichca.com

ICHCA AUSTRALIA LIMITED (IAL) PRIVACY POLICY
IAL’s Privacy Policy details are available by contacting the Company Secretary, Peter van Duyn, on e-mail
peter.van-duyn@ichca.com or telephone 0419 370 332.
Our Contact with You
If you do not wish to receive further copies of this newsletter please advise peter.van-duyn@ichca.com
and the distribution will be cancelled. If you wish to have it sent to other people in your organisation or
contacts in the cargo handling industry please advise us.
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